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“Back of the deed was the doer, back of the doer, the dream.” – H.H. Cherry, Founding President

Julia Link Roberts, Mahurin Professor of

Michele Fiala and Donald Speer per-

Gifted Studies at WKU, has been elected
to a four-year term on the Executive
Committee of the World Council for
Gifted and Talented Children (WCGTC).
Roberts is also Executive Director of The
Center for Gifted Studies and The Carol
Martin Gatton Academy for Mathematics
and Science. The WCGTC is a worldwide non-profit organization whose
primary goal is to provide advocacy and
support for gifted children.

formed a series of concerts and master
classes in Florida during March. They
were guest artists at the University of
South Florida, Hillsborough College, and
Florida College. In exchange, faculty
from the Florida universities visited
WKU.

Students from WKU’s American Humanics (Nonprofit Administration) program
recognized the accomplishments of four
local organizations and announced the
third recipient of its community partnership program at their 2nd Annual Nonprofit Award Reception and Fundraiser
on March 24. Commonwealth Broadcasting Corporation (Sam 100.7) was
awarded the 2009 Philanthropic Business Award. BG Green Partnership for a
Sustainable Community was recognized
as the 2009 Emerging Nonprofit Organization Award. Junior Achievement of
South Central Kentucky was honored
with the 2009 Established Nonprofit
Organization Award. The Girl Scouts of
Kentuckiana Caveland Service Center
was recognized for working with the
WKU students during their 2008-2009
community partnership projects. Friends
of Mammoth Cave National Park, Inc.
was announced as the WKU American
Humanics 2009-2010 Community Service Partner.

WKU will host the 2009 Campus Community Partnerships for Sustainability
conference. The conference, which travels to a different Kentucky university or
college each year, was initiated in 2006
to foster partnerships between Kentucky
colleges and universities and their local
communities to work together toward
a sustainable future. Keynote speakers
include Jerome Ringo, President of the
Apollo Alliance, and Chad Pregracke,
Founder of Living Lands and Waters.
Students and faculty from WKU’s
Department of Public Health attended
the Kentucky Public Health Association
(KPHA) annual conference March 10-12
in Louisville. WKU’s KPHA student chapter won first place for its work in public
health during 2008-2009. The team was
headed by Department Head Gary English and Cecilia Watkins, faculty advisor
for KPHA.

John Hardin

Kentucky Governor Steve
Beshear has reappointed
John Hardin to the Kentucky
African-American Heritage
Commission. Hardin, a WKU
History professor, represents
preservation communities.
His term runs through
February 1, 2013.

Austin Schroll, a senior mechanical
engineering student from LaRue County,
won The Governors Innovation Award
for the most technologically significant
entry at “Idea State U”. Schroll’s entry,
Audio Eyez, has developed an easy
to use and affordable audio assisting navigational device for the vision
impaired and legally blind. The device
will improve the user’s quality of life by
allowing independent navigation in daily
activities that they usually would not be
able to achieve due to their disability.
Scroll was among nearly 60 participants
in the competition in Lexington.

John Bonaguro, Dean of the College of Health and Human
Services, has been selected by the American Association for
Health Education (AAHE) to receive the 2009 AAHE Fellow
Award. This award recognizes Bonaguro’s meritorious,
substantive and consistent service and leadership on
national AAHE committees or boards. Bonaguro also
received the AAHE Professional Service to Health Education
Award for 2009. This award is awarded to an individual
with a minimum of ten years in the profession.
The Accounting Department at WKU has
been awarded AACSB accreditation!!
The Gordon Ford College of Business is
one of only 169 institutions out of approximately 7,000 schools of business in
the US that have attained both business
and accounting AACSB accreditation,
the accepted gold standard for program
quality. This places Gordon Ford College
of Business in the top 2-3% of all schools
nationally in terms of program quality.
Sixteen WKU Geoscience students spent
their spring break week examining the
geology of Death Valley and the Mojave
Desert as part of a field-based geology
course. Andrew Wulff of the Department of Geography and Geology led 15
undergraduates through a broad range
of field experiences including mapping
exercises, rock identification, ancient
and recent volcanic activity, structurally
deformed rocks, and several “classic”
field locales in Death Valley and the surrounding area.
According to the Kentucky Council on
Postsecondary Education, as many as
68 percent of incoming college freshmen will need one or more developmental courses in reading, writing and
math to help them prepare for their
college career. Nearly one-quarter will
need help in all three areas. The Bowling Green Community College wants to
assist students in getting a head start
on those developmental courses by offering a Summer Early Entry program.
The seven-week program is specifically
designed to serve students whose ACT
scores indicate a need for additional
help in preparation for college-level
course work in the areas of English,
Algebra and Reading.

John Bonaguro

competition. Top finishers were Auburn,
Tennessee, Central Florida, North Florida, Tennessee Tech, Christian Brothers
and WKU. Other Kentucky schools were
Louisville in 10th, Kentucky in 22nd and
Murray State in 26th.
WKU students Jasmine Kelly and
Daymond Walton won a debate competition at the statewide TRIO Day Celebration in February, representing WKU’s
Student Support Services Project. Kelly,
a freshman from Rex, GA, and Walton, a Louisville junior, will advance to
regional competition. Second place went
to the University of Kentucky.
Three WKU photojournalism students
have won awards in the 2009 Alexia
Foundation photo competition. Carl
Kiilsgaard, a senior History major from
Corvallis, OR won the Alexia student competition with a proposal to
document poverty in eastern Kentucky.
Kiilsgaard will receive a full-tuition
scholarship to study photojournalism at
Syracuse University in London in the fall
of 2009. Philip Scott Andrews, of Annandale, VA and Bryan Anselm, of Carmel,
IN, both senior Photojournalism majors,
were named Award of Excellence winners in the competition. They will both
study at Syracuse University in London
this fall as well.

Eva Floyd, Assistant Professor of Music

Laura Simpson Goodman, a WKU gradu-

Education and Choral Music, initiated
and secured a partnership between
WKU’s Music Department and the Zoltan
Kodaly Pedagogical Institute of the Liszt
Academy of Music in Kecskemet, Hungary. Participation in this partnership is
available to any graduate student in the
WKU Music Department.

ate and Program Manager for Junior
Achievement of Southcentral Kentucky,
received the second ATHENA Young
Professional Award, which recognizes
an emerging leader in the community.
It’s an extension of the ATHENA Award,
which honors women in the work force
and is presented by the Bowling Green
Area Chamber of Commerce.

WKU’s Electrical Engineering juniors and
seniors placed seventh in the Institute
of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) Southeastern Regional Conference Student Hardware Competition
in Atlanta on March 7. Eleven students
from WKU’s Electrical Engineering junior
and senior class participated in the
Student Hardware Competition, which
required teams to design and build an
autonomous recycling robot. WKU’s
robot was awarded the best mechanical
design. Approximately, 38 schools from
across the southeast participated in the

Lt Governor Daniel Mongiardo presented students a dynamic vision of future
employment opportunities in Kentucky
while demonstrating successful communication skills and success in the
political realm during a visit to WKU in
February. A medical doctor who is one
of Kentucky’s best-known and most
successful political figures, Mongiardo
was the guest of WKU’s Department of
Communication and the International
Association of Business Communicators.
He addressed a full house in the Fine
Arts center Recital Hall.

Astrid Suarez Gonzalez of Bowling Green, a junior meteorology

In March WKU’s Department of Theatre
& Dance continued its Before Broadway
series with a production of Greenbrier
Ghost written by Susan Murray and
Clay Zambo. The Before Broadway series
presents new musicals that have not
been produced elsewhere. Greenbrier
Ghost was directed and music directed
by Tracey Moore. The performance at
WKU was the show’s world premiere
and featured students from the theatre
and music departments. Zambo, a
composer from the BMI Musical Theatre
Workshop in NY came to WKU to work
with students on his new musical.

major, has been awarded a summer 2009 research internship
at the National Weather Center (NWC) in Norman, OK. Gonzalez was one of 10 students chosen from a pool of nearly 80
for the National Science Foundation–funded summer research
experience for undergraduates. Students will conduct research
on topics related to the atmospheric sciences and will prepare
and present papers reporting the results of their research.
WKU Engineering Honors Society students, led by society
president Aleksi Paaso, worked with Mechanical Engineering
faculty Kevin Schmaltz and Department of Engineering staff
Ron Rizzo and Chris Moore to conduct the ninth annual Kentucky Bluegrass LEGO Robotics Competition in February at the
WKU Center for Research and Development. Elementary and
middle school teams were given the challenge of building an
autonomous robot from LEGO Mindstrorm kits to navigate a
skate board park course as quickly and accurately as possible.
WKU students have received one Barry Goldwater scholarship
and two honorable mention awards this year. Dalton Hubble,
a Gatton Academy student from Rineyville, KY has received
the Goldwater scholarship, while Jonathan Brantley, a Chemistry major from Salem, KY and Joey Marquardt, Recombinant
Genetics major from Memphis, TN have received honorable
mention awards. Over the past three years, WKU has received
five Goldwater scholarships and an additional five honorable
mention awards.
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Spring Break in Florida took on a new
meaning for five WKU geosciences students. Graduate students Josh Brewer,
Bowling Green, KY; Ben Miller, Springfield,
MO; and Scot Russell of Uniontown, PA;
and undergraduate majors Cody Munday of
Marrowbone, KY and Kristy Burden-Smith
of Owensboro, KY took part in an marathon trip beginning in Bowling Green and
culminating in a visit to the southernmost
point in the continental United states. The
weeklong field trip served as a capstone
learning experience for the course “Cenozoic Geology of the Southeastern US”
taught by Lee J. Florea, Assistant Professor
in Geography & Geology.

WKU’s yearbook and student newspaper
were honored at the spring College Media
Convention in New York City. The Talisman won a Silver Crown for the 2008
yearbook. Julie Kish Byrd-Jenkins, a senior
from Mt. Juliet, TN was the 2008 Talisman
editor. Katie Clark and Bob Adams were
co-advisors and Fran Gardler was the
photo adviser.

Christy Spurlock, Education Curator for

the Kentucky Library & Museum at WKU,
received the Kentucky Historical Society’s Frank R. Levstik Award for Professional Service at an awards ceremony
at the Thomas D. Clark Center for KenChristy Spurlock receives award
tucky History in Frankfort. The annual
Teressa Rerras, a Photojournalism major from Norfolk, VA, beKentucky History Awards ceremony recognizes outstanding
came the first WKU student to ever win a prestigious Overseas
achievements by individuals, businesses and civic leaders,
Press Club Foundation Scholarship. She received her $2,000
communities, museums and history organizations throughout
award at the Foundation’s 2009 Annual Scholarship Luncheon
the Commonwealth in the field of history. The judging panel
held at the Yale Club in New York City.
noted Spurlock’s impact on the community which the museum
serves and her contributions to the field.
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